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Averroes’ explanation of what Aristotle meant 
by increase and alteration (para. 109) 

Absolute motion and particular motions (para. 
110) 


The ways in which something is said to have 
( para. 111 ) 

The last of these is the most far - fetched mean- 
ing of to have ( para. 112 ) 

These meanings are sufficient ( para, 113 ) 
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Chapter Eight — 


The © difference between negation ~ 
and affirmation and the other kinds 
of opposition ( para. 98 ) 


A doubt about whether opposition 
along the lines of contrary, priva — 
tion, or habit is like affirmation and 


negation and Averroes’ solution of 
g 


this doubt ( para. 99 ) 


Chapter Nine — One thing can be contrary 


to another, just as one thing can be 
contrary to two Ahings ( para. 100 ). 


Chapter Ten _ 


When one of two contraries exists, 
the other does not exist necessarily 
( para. 101 ) 

It ig characteristic of contraries that 


both exist in a single subject ( para. 
102 ) 


Chapter Eleven — That every pair of con- 


traries exists either in one genus, 
or in two contrary genera, or are 
themselves contrary genera ( para. 
103 ) 


Section Two — Discussion of prior and postetior:.. . 


The four types of prior ( para. 104 ) 
Prior as a cause of something ( para. 105 ) 


Section Thtee — Discussion of Together:.....- 


do: 


Together ig. said of something in two ways 


( para. 106 ) 


“Summary: ( para. 107 ) 


Section. ‘Four — Discussion of Motion: wee ee 


The six species of motion ( para, 108 ) 


146. 


148. 


150 


‘Section Five — The Discussion of Action and Affec - 
C0) 132 


Action and affection admit of contrary and of 
the greater and the lesser (para. 84) 
Summary of the Section ( para. 85 ) 


Section Six —- About the Category of Position:. . .. 133 
Things having position ( para. 86 ) 


About the rest of the categories 
( para. 87 ) 


[PART THREE ( paras. 88-113 ) | | 
Section One:..... eee ee, 134 


The Chapters of Section One ( para. 88 ) 


‘Chapter One — The kinds of Opposites ( para. 
89 ) 


‘Chapter Two — The difference between rela - 
tives and contraries ( para. 90 ) 


‘Chapter Three — Two species of contraries 
(para. 91 ) 


Chapter Four — 


Privation and habit ( para. 92 ) 
How they are opposed ( para. 93 ) 

_ ‘Chapter Five — What is affirmed and negated 
is opposed, just as are affirmation 
and negation ( para. 94). 


‘Chapter Six — The difference between habit 
my and privation and relatives (para, 95) 
‘Chapter Seven —. | | 

The difference between habit and 
privation and contrarles ( para. 96 ) ; 
_ How privation and habit change 

para. 97) 0 - 
(2) 
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Why colors are said to be affective 
qualities or affections ( para, 72 ) 
Affective qualities and affections 
taken from the accidents of the sou! 
( para, 73) 


Chapter Five — The fourth kind: figure and 
make-up and straightness and crook- 
edness ( para. 74 ) 


Chapter Six — 

Whether rare, dense, rough, and 
smooth fall under the fourth kind or 
under position ( para. 75 ) | 

_ Aristotle’s denial that qualities other 
than those enumerated exist ( para, 
76 ) 
Averroes’ interpretation of this (para, 
77) , 


Chapter Seven — Derived names are used to 
designate things described as quali- 
ties (para. 78 ) 


_ Chapter Eight — Some qualities admit of 
contraries ( para. 79 ) 


Chapter Nine — Soine qualities admit of the 
greater and the lesser ( para. 80 ) 


Chapter Ten — The true property of quality is 
the similar and dissithilar ( para. 81) 


Chapter Eleven — 


A doubt about whether relative 
things have been enumerated here 
(para. 82) 

al-Faribi’s and Avetroes’ intes= 
pretation of this doubt ( pata. 83 ) 
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How the commentators resolved this 
doubt (para. 59) 


Chapter Seven — 


A doubt about whether relation can 
exist in substances { para. 60) 

How Aristotle resolves this doubt 
(para. 61) 

Averroes’ interpretation of Aristotle’s 
solution ( para, 62 ) 


Chapter Eight — 


One natticular . property of relative 
re hLLWPRELLLL + hall eliaidlal A&A Wed LL 


terms is that when one of them is 
thoroughly known, the other is 
necessarily known ( para. 63) 

The difficulty of judging what is 
relative ( para. 64) 


Section Four — The Discussion of Quality: ..... 


The Chapters of Section Four (para. 65) 
Chapter One — Definition of quality (para. 66) 


Chapter Two — 


The first kind: Habit and state (para, 
67 ) | 


What the name habit meansio Greek » 


(para. 68) 


Chapter Three + The second kind: what has 
or does not have a natural aculty 
( para, 69 ) 


Chapter Pout —_ 
| The third ‘kind: affective qualities 
and affections (pata, 70) 
Why ‘some of these are said to be 
affective qualities ( para. 71 ) 
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Chapter Six — Quantity does not admit of thie 


lesser and the greater ( para. 47 ) 


Chapter Seven —- Equal and Unequal are 


particular to quantity (para. 48 ) 


Section Three — The Category of Relation: ... . . 
The Chaptets of Section Three ( para. 49 ) 


Chapter One — A general description of relative 


things and examples of them ( para. 
50) 


Chapter Two -— Relative things admit of 


contraries (para. 51) 


Chapter Three — Some relatives admit of the 


lesser and the greater (para. 52) 


Chapter Four — 


The particular property of each rela « 
tive is that it reciprocates with the 
other ( para. 53) 

The relation of correlatives and non- 
correlatives ( para. 64) 

How to make a relation for things 
which do not have a name indicating 
a relation (para. 55) 


Chapter Five — 


The rule for selecting the attribute 
which has the correlative aspect 
(para. 56) 
How to infer the correlative aspect 
( para. 57) 


_. Chapter Six — 


A doubt about whether it is a pto- 
_ perty of relative things that they exist 
together by nature ( para. 58) 
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Chapter Thirteen —— Another particular pro- 


perty is that it does not admit of the 
lesser and the greater (para. 31) 


Chapter Fourteen — A particular property of 


substance is that what is numerically 
one does admit contraries (pata. 32) 


‘Summary. of the Section (para. 33) 

Section Two — The Category of Quantity: oe 
The Chapters of Section Two ( para. 34) 
Chapter One — The kinds of quantity (para. 35) 


Chapter Two — 
Discrete and continuous quantity — 


( para. 36 ) 

Examples of discrete quantity (para. 
37 ) 

Examples of continuous quantity 
( para. 38 } 


Chapter Three — The sorts of quantity that 


have position (para. 39) 


Chapter Four — Anything else is only accl- 


dentally quantity (para. 40 ) 


Chapter Five — 


Quantity has no conttary at all 
( para. 41) 

Few and many, big and small are 
relations (para, 42) 

Big ahd small are not contraries 
(para. 43) | 

Contraries cannot come together 


in one subject ( para. 44) 


Big and small, few and many afe | 
not contraries (para. 45) 
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Quantity is. a contrary only insofar 


as it is s place ( para. 46) 





PART TWO ( paras. 17 - 87 ) 
The Sections of Part Two (para.17)..... 


section One — The Category of Substance: 

The Chapters of Section One (para, 18) 
Chapter One — Primary substance (para. 19) 
Chapter Two Secondary substances (para. 20) 


Chapter Three — Predicating the noun and 
the definition (para. 21) 


Chapter Four — Everything other than primary 
substances needs primary substances 
( para, 22) 


Chapter Five — Species are more deserving of 
being called primary substances than 
genera (para, 23) 


Chapter Six — No species is more deserving 


of the name substance than another 
(para, 24) 


Chapter Seven — What distinguishes species 
and genera from individuals (para. 2b) 


Chapter Eight — Substance is not present in 
a subject ( para, 26) 


Chapter Nine — In what way secondary sub - 
stances and differentiae are alike 
(para. 27) 


Chapter Ten — Secondary substances and dif- 
ferentiae are predicated univocally 
(para, 28) 


Chapter Eleven — What primary and secon- 
dary substances designate ( para. 29) 


Chapter Twelve — A particular property of 
substance is that it has no contrary 
(para. 30) — 
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PART ONE ( paras. 2-16 ) 


The Chapters of Part One ( para.2)... 


Equivocal names ( para. 3) 
Univocal names ( para. 4) 
Derived names ( para. 5) 


Single and combined concepts ( para. 6 ) 


Ghapter Two: 2 0. we ee 


Universal substance ( para. 7 ) 
Individual accident ( para. 8) 
Universal accident ( para. 9 ) 
Individual substance ( para. 10 ) 
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_ Substance predicated of two things ( para. 


12) 


Chapter Four: .....,. eee e an | 
Genera and their differentiae ( para, 13) 


Examples of them (para, 15) 


Simple and combined categories (para. 16) 





American Research Center in Egypt and the Smithsonian Institution, 
While all persons connected with these institutions have been most — 
encouraging, extremely generous, and ‘generally helpful, I would 
like to address a special word of appreciation to Dr. Paul E. Walker of 
the American Research Center in Egypt. The American Philosophical 
Society has also sponsored part of the research connected with this 
project, Dr. Muhammad al-Galiend of Dar al-Ulim worked on 
the edition at an early stage, and Hammam Fauzi Hassan of the 
Dar al-Kutub helped significantly at a later stage. But the indi- 
vidual who has been of extraordinary help, whose ingenuity was 
invaluable on a number of occasions, and whose general expe 
in the editing of manuscripts has been indispensable is Ahmad 
Abd al- Magid Haridi of al-Minia University. Finally, I should like 
to acknowledge the assistance, encouragement, and excellent advice 
that Professor Muhsin Mahdi offered throughout this endeavor. 

C. E. B. 
CAIRO 
October, 1979 — 


As captivated by the subtle charm of Averroes in his mature 
age as he was in his youth, Mahmoud Kassem decided sometime in 
1968 or 1969 to edit the manuscripts of these Middle Commentaries 
on Aristotle’s Organon. It was his intention to edit the first four 
treatises in the collection, i. e., the Middle Commentaries on the 
Categories, De Interpretatione, Prior Analytics, and Posterior 
Analytics. But during the eventful years of 1970 and 197 1, his duties 
as Dean of Dar al - ‘Uliim became more pressing and frequently 
forced him to interrupt his editing tasks, When a period of calm 
finally returned to the college and he was able to return to the less 
| demanding activities of department chairman, his remaining days 
were not numerous enough to permit him to attain his goal, Itseems 
only fitting and proper that the fruit of those last years of effort 
should now come to light, hopefully at a level of competence that 
would have met with Professor Kassem’s approval. 


It is also appropriate to acknowledge explicitly the number of 
persons and institutions who have contributed to the appearance of 
this volume. Above all, I am grateful for the generous assistance 
offered by the family of Professor Kassetn and for their willingness 
to allow me to go through his papers in order to find materials 
relevant to the edition. I am likewise very appreciative of the assis - 
tance offered by Professor Sa‘id Badawi of the American University 
in Cairo, a former student of Professor Kassem’s, when I first began 
to assemble the materials to complete this project. The administrators 
of the Fulbright -Hays Faculty Research Fellowship program were 
gracious enough to let me completely alter my research plans and 
thus to abandon one project in order to begin this one, While 
intelligent administration surely has its own reward, I trust that they 
will derive some. degree of encouragement from seeing the results 
of those altered plans. The primary sponsors of this project, other- 
wise known as the Project in Medieval Islamic Logic, have been the © 


essay on the religious ideas of Averroes. On his return to Egypt in 
1945, he joined the faculty of Dar al- ‘Ulam. Apart from an exten- 
ded sojourn at the University of Benghazi and brief interludes asa 
visiting professor in Khartoum, Kuwait, and Algiers, he remained 
at Dar al ‘Uliim, distinguishing himself as a teacher, dean, and 
department chairman. Professor Kassem’s writings are extensive 
and varied. They range from editions of wotks by Averroes and 
studies of his thought to essays on Ibn ‘Arabi, Mu‘ tazilite 
thinkers, Leibnitz, al-Afghani, and even to modern logic. Moreover, 
_ Professor Kassem’s work includes a series of translations of im- 
portant works in the history of philosophy and in sociology by such 


diverse French authors ss Levy Bri, | ‘Durkheim. Blondel, and 
Bastide; 


However, the memory of Mahmoud Kassem which this book 
seeks io perpetuate cannot be evoked by an enumeration of his 
writings and accomplishments or even by a detailed discussion of 
the problems with which he wrestled during his career as a teacher 
and scholar. And it would be redundant to write in that vein now, 
for others have already celebrated those aspects of his person. 
_ Rather, it is the memory of the gentle and warm seeker atter 
_ knowledge whose mind and heart were always open to fellow 
inquirers that is evoked here. Mahmoud Kassem stands apart from 
others because of the mark that his desire for learning and will- 
ingness to discuss his opinions or doubts made upon those with — 
whom he came into contact. He was more interested in raising 
questions than in asserting his views and more anxious to expand 
his own horizon by helping a colleague make progress than to 
push narrowly ahead on his own research. These are the qualities 
which truly distinguish Mahmoud Kassem. They ate the qualities 
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. which live. on in the memo ory his younger colleagues arid siuaenis 


continue to preserve of him. And, ironically, they are the qualities 


oo which kept him. from publishing these editions. 





PREFACE 


This is the first in a series of volumes containing critical editions 
of the Arabic text of Averroes’ Middle Commentaries on Aristotle’s 
logical works, The other volumes present Averroes’ Middle Com- 
mentaries on Aristotle’s De Interpretatione, Prior Analytics, 
Posterior Analytics, Topics, Sophistics , Rhetoric, and Poetics. 
Although the first of Averroes’ Middle Commentaries on Aristotle’s 
logical works, this volume is numbered the second Lecause 
Averroes’ Middle Commentary on Porphyry’s /sagoge, which 
to our knowledge has not survived in the Arabic original, represents 
the introduction to these works and is designated as the first volume 
of the series. The Hebrew version of that work has survived, how- 
ever, and has been edited as the first volume, Publication of these 
works has been undertaken in order to complete and extend the 
ambitious project begun by Professor Mahmoud Kassem a few years 
before his death. Thus their publication is meant to stand as a 
Scholarly testimonial to the esteem and affection with which he is 


remembered by students and colleagues throughout the world, 


An indefatigable scholar and captivating teacher, Mahmoud 
Kassem toiled in many areas of Islamic philosophy and theology 
as well as in the history of Western philosophy. He was born in 
Kafr Dunuhya near Zagazig and came to Cairo to study at Dar al- 
‘Ulam. After graduating at the head of his class in 1937, he was sent 
to France for graduate study. He decided to study at the Sorbonne © 
and completed his. doctorate in 1945, writing his principal thesis 
on the theories of. knowledge of Averroes and St. Thomas Aquinas; _ 
a his. secondaty thesis consisted. of a ‘French translation of Averroes’ 
— Kashf ‘an. Manahij al- Adillah, ‘aecompanica *y an introductory 
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